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Comments:  

Aloha, 

1. am a teacher at Hana High & Elementary School for 11 years. I was an 
elementary teacher and now I am a middle school teacher. I have 7 and 11 year 
old children. We have had students as young as 3rd grade using vape products 
and bringing them to school. They are particularly drawn to the fun flavors, cute 
packaging, and being like their middle school family and friends. We have DARE 
at our school and anti-vape poster contests, but many students are not interested 
because they already use it. Vape products have highly addictive nicotine and 
many chemicals that are very hard on growing bodies and minds. There are 
many vape products that are easy for the kids to conceal (looking like regular 
classroom supplies, candy, or tiny enough to keep in their clothing). When the 
kids use these chemical products, they have a hard time focusing on their 
academic classes. Nicotine is very addictive. Our children have so many 
challenges growing up to have large corporations targeting them to be life long 
customers addicted to their products. They are not old enough to make educated 
and informed choices about this level of addiction, chemical dependency, 
medical problems, loss of academic learning, and social emotional problems. 
Please help us keep these tobacco and nicotine products out of the hands of 
children so that they have an opportunity to grow up with healthy minds and 
bodies. 

Hilary Lang 

A concerned teacher and parent 
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John A. H. Tomoso Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

02-01-20 

HB2456 

I support this Bill.  I believe that taxing and regulating vape products and regulating e-
cigarettes is necessary to protect public health and prevent teen/ youth initiation and 
nicotine addiction. I know that this Bill would apply a tax to e-cigarettes devices and e-
liquids, require licensing and permitting for wholesalers and retailers, and create online 
shipment restrictions to consumers. It would also dedicate $200,000 of the revenues to 
tobacco prevention, control, and research. 

I support this Bill as part of the solution to this growing threat to the public health and 
quality of life we all share. 

John A. H. Tomoso+, MSW 

51 Ku'ula Street, Kahului, Maui, HI 96732-2906 

CC: CTFH-Maui 
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C. Azelski Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Regulating e-cigarettes is necessary to protect public health and prevent youth initiation 
and nicotine addiction. This bill would also dedicate $200,000 of the revenues to 
tobacco prevention, control, and research. 
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Chris Cooper Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

E-vapor flavor doesn't harm anyone. Don't ban the flavors people like. 
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Cindy Nettles Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Hearing 

Michelle Kobayashi Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

We need to make it less appealing for people to use vape products and make it more 
difficult for kids to get them. 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Alex Abe Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm Alex and I srongly oppose this bill! 
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Kathy Kim Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





1

Edward Thompson, III

From: Gina Hungerford <xispmwqgmqcxfyj@ujoin.co>
Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 9:37 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Subject: Support HB2457 - Banning E-cigerrettes

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From: ginahungerford@gmail.com <Gina Hungerford>

Message:

While I am a vape user, I support the discontinuation of flavored oils for e-cigs. We need to do what we can to deter
children from entering into lifelong health issues, especially as it will present financial problems with future health care.

Aloha Chairs Mizuno and Woodson, Vice Chairs Kobayashi, Hashem, Quinlan and committee members,

Please support HB 2456.

Gina Hungerford

Waialua

Hawaii
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Date: February 2, 2020 

To:  Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
 Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 

Members of the Health Committee 

Re: Strong Support HB2456, Relating to Electronic Smoking 
Products 

Hrg:  February 4, 2020 at 8:30 am at Conference Room 329 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi 
Public Health Institute i is in Strong Support of HB 2456 which (1) 
imposes a tax e-liquids and electronic smoking devices (ESDs) that 
include e-liquid; (2) requires e-liquid wholesalers to obtain a license and 
a e-liquid retail ers to obtain a tobacco permit; (3) restricts the shipment 
of tobacco products to anyone other than a licensee; (4) funds health 
education and prevention programs relating to risks and dangers of ESD 
youth use; and (5) repeals various statutory provisions relating to ESDs.  
 
E-cigarette use among youth and young adults has become a public 
health concern. 
In 2017, 1 in 4 (25.5%) public high school students and more than 1 in 6 
(15.7%) public middle school students in HawaiÔi reported that they are 
regularly vapingii. HawaiÔi has the third highest high school e-cigarette 
rate in the Country. Because ESDs remain unregulated, e-cigarette 
companies have aggressively marketed their products by glamorizing 
their use, using celebrities and young adults as endorsers, and making 
false health claims. E-cigarettes often contain nicotine, which is 
addictive and harmful particularly to adolescents, whose brains are still 
developing. A 2016 report by the Surgeon General concluded that e-
cigarettes are dangerous and a health threat to youth and young 
adultsiii. According to an article published by Dr. Jackler and Dr. 
Ramamurthi, ÒJUUL has triggered a widespread rush among aerosol 
purveyors to market e-liquid in unprecedentedly high nicotine 
concentrationsiv.Ó 
 
Electronic smoking devices (ESDs) are the only tobacco product 
without a tobacco tax. 
In 2016, the FDA deemed e-cigarett es, including its components and 
parts as tobacco products. In a pollv conducted by Ward Research Inc. 
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for the Coalition in November 2019, 86% of registered HawaiÔi voters were in support of 
taxing e-cigarettes at the same rate as cigarettes or other tobacco products. Because ESDs 
are not subject to current State tobacco tax laws, they are seen as lower-priced tobacco 
alternatives with virtually no restrictions that  can be appealing to the youth. The Coalition 
recommends that the tax also be applied to all electronic smoking devices as defined in HRS 
712-1258.  

 
The Coalition supports establishing an ESD tax and appreciates that this measure dedicates a 
portion of the tax revenue to tobacco prevention and control programs. In the same poll 
conducted by Ward Research, 93% of registered HawaiÔi voters believe it is important to 
dedicate some of the funding from an ESD tax to tobacco prevention and cessation programs. 
 
ESD licensing and permits protect both consumers and merchants.  
The Coalition recommends that ESD sellers and vendors obtain a tobacco permit and/or 
license which is currently required for any tobacco retailer or wholesaler. This consistency 
would assist with the communication and enforcement of current tobacco tax and purchase 
laws. In addition, the Coalition supports the proposed increased fees for the tobacco permit 
and license. 
 
This measure corrects the loophole in our minimum age selling and tax laws. 
Online ESD sellers simply ask users to click a button to verify their age Ð a process that is both 
ineffective and inadequate. This measure helps to correct this loophole by requiring that ESD 
products be shipped to a registered and licensed seller allowing the State to enforce current 
tobacco selling and taxation laws. 
 
To reiterate, 25.5% of our high school youth reported that they are regularly vaping. 
However, our adult rate is 4.3%vi. A study has shown that for every one adult that quits 
smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 youth who would not have considered smoking, will become 
cigarette smokers, starting with e-cigarettesvii. This is not a trade-off we can accept. We need 
to take action and regulate electronic smoking devices for our kids. The current Surgeon 
General, VADM Jerome Adams issued an advisory in December 2018 Òemphasizing the 
importance of protecting our children from a lifetime of nicotine addiction and associated 
health risks by immediately addressing the epidemic of youth e-cigarette use. The recent 
surge in e-cigarette use among youth, which has been fueled by new types of e-cigarettes that 
have recently entered the market, is a cause for great concern. We must take action now to 
protect the health of our nationÕs young peopleviii .Ó HawaiÔi has made enormous progress on 
tobacco control and we ask the legislature to take the necessary steps to reverse our youth 
vaping epidemic in order to save our youth from a lifetime of addiction. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We strongly support HB2456 and respectfully ask 
you to pass this measure as is out of committee. 
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Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

!

"!The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
HawaiÔi, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 
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###!U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. E-cigarette Use Among Youth and Young Adults, a Report from the 
Surgeon General (2017). From https://e -cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/2016_SGR_Exec_Summ_508.pdf 
!
#5!Jackler RK, Ramamurthi D. Tob Control Epub ahead of print: 2.6.19.doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2018-054796. 
https://tob accocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2019/01/31/tobaccocontrol -2018-054796  
!
5!This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=807 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between November 7 Ð December 4, 2019. 
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HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 9:01:10 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeff Stevens Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

A ban on flavored tobacco is an attack on our liberties. 

 





HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 10:25:30 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Orozco Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 1:16:24 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kimo Cruz Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 4:00:54 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Clayton Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 2:14:25 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dallas Nelson Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

So nasty to people who vape. This bill lacks any logic. 

 









HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 2:48:51 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Azuma 
Chrupalyk 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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To:  The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair;  

The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the House Committee on Health 

 
From:  Rona M. Suzuki, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 

Re: H .B. 2456, Relating to Electronic Smoking Products 
Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

Time: 8:30 A.M. 
Place:  Conference Room 329, State Capitol 

 
The Department of Taxation (Department) supports H.B. 2456. This measure makes multiple 

amendments to chapter 245, Hawaii Revised Statutes. These amendments will enable improved 
regulation of the sale of e-liquid. 
 

The Department supports this measure, but respectfully requests the effective date be 
changed to January 1, 2021 to give the Department time to update its forms and instructions.  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this measure. 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:19:26 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

meleana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Companies shouldn't target children because it's pretty much ruing childrens lives just 
for money. 

like how dare you. 7th grader meleana 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:21:07 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jake lowery Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student and i think tobaco should not be targetting children.  Fun 
flavors attract kids like me.  Elementary kids really like cotten candy flavor.  Adults 
don't.  Even menthol flavor is fun for teens.  All of these flavors and advertising should 
not be available to kids, but they are.  Please help us stop this problem.   

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:21:38 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Cole camara Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student and i think tobaco should not be targetting children.  Fun 
flavors attract kids like me. Elementary kids really like cotten candy 
flavor.  Adults don't. Even menthol flavor is fun for teens. All of these flavors and 
advertising should not be available to kids, but they are.  Please help us stop this 
problem. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:28:04 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

J-Lah Sinenci Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

hi im a 7th grade student at hana school and i think vaping is just targeting kids mostly. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:29:31 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

cherish-piimauna-beck Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

ALOHA!! Im a 7th grade student and I think that tabaco should not target kids my 
age becaucse there to young to start smoking tabaco.I know that many kids other 
schools smoke tabaco because of the smell or the flavor like unicorn tears,cotton 
cand i dont no but i here that many kids like it to make them popular and just 
know that if people dont accept you for who you are then accept your self for who 
you want to be in the futur that means no to smoke tabaco. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:31:22 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

janaiah kaupe Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha i am a 7th grade student that thinks tabacco/vaping company's should not 
be allowed to target children because of causes with death and being led sick or 
into the hospital . tabacco can cause your lungs to collapse or can cause 
popcorn lungs . vaping can lead to having vapor smoke in your lungs and can 
also cause yellow/rotten teeth along with tabacco . 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:34:05 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

koalii shamblin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

 My name koalii im a 7th grader from hana school from Maui, Hawaii.  Tobacco is bad 
for everyone and it can give you cancer and can hurt a lot of kids if people are trying to 
hurt and kill other people and children when they dont want to be hurt. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:35:19 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Talimailelagi Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

vaping has nicotine in it witch is an addicting product. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:38:29 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dusty Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student.  Vaping or smoking in any way makes your lungs look like a 
raizen and it could have some bad consequences like lung cancer and when it comes to 
vaps and the nicatin inside is really bad for kids.  Flavors attract them more.   

 







 
 
1050 Bishop St.  PMB 235 | Honolulu, HI 96813  
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Executive Officers 
Joe Carter, Coca-Cola Bottling of Hawaii, Chair  
Charlie Gustafson, Tamura Super Market, Vice Chair 
Eddie Asato, The Pint Size Corp., Secretary/Treas. 
Lauren Zirbel, HFIA, Executive Director 
John Schlif, Rainbow Sales and Marketing, Advisor 
Stan Brown, Acosta Sales & Marketing, Advisor 
Paul Kosasa, ABC Stores, Advisor 
Derek Kurisu, KTA Superstores, Advisor 
Beau Oshiro, C&S Wholesale Grocers, Advisor 
Toby Taniguchi, KTA Superstores, Advisor 

 
 
TO:  
Committee on Health 
Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair  
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 
FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 
 

 

 
RE: HB2456 Relating to Electronic Smoking Products 

 
Position: Comments 
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage related 
products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
HFIA is in support of efforts to regulate the shipping of electronic smoking devices and e-liquid. 
During the October 17, 2029 informational briefing on vaping that this Committee held jointly 
with the Senate Committee on Commerce Consumer Protection and Health experts discussed 
the fact that almost 90% of underage people who use electronic smoking devises buy them 
online or get them from their friends. Very few purchase them in stores where they are already 
subject to age restrictions. Regulating the shipping of these products is a common sense way 
to keep them out of the hands of young people.  
 

DATE: February 4, 2020 
TIME: 8:30am 
PLACE: Conference Room 329 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:04:51 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

HANALEI BENN Irie Hawaii Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I highly oppose this bill, we have been shipping cigarettes for many decades and now 
it's a problem shipping flavored tobacco, I see how it's a little more awared now 
because of underage smoking but in that case we should find and/or make it harder for 
underage to get it in there hands, not make it harder or take away the access for the of 
age people to be able to enjoy what they choice to smoke 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:12:11 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dillon rellez irie hawaii Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I don't understand how you guys keep trying to make it harder for the people of Hawaii 
to get their cigarettes and e cigarettes. It should just be a heftier penalty on the people 
who are breaking existing rules. Thank you for you time.  

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:18:07 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner Hawaii Smokers 
Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We strongly oppose this bill. Adults should be able to make the choice to vape or enjoy 
flavors themselves. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:18:46 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sheldon Miyakado Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hi All 

I do understand the recent news articles have dramatically hyped up the usage of 
ecigarettes in a bad way, but you have to review both sides and all the studies. 
Increasing taxes on a product doesn't curb the usage or demand but it further increases 
the use of black mark items which spurred up all the illneses. If 1.3M more teens are 
really using the product wouldn't you think that the health issues would have come up in 
the past? The problem is not the product but the illegal usage by underage users. 
Instead of taxing and penalizing small businesses which are already struggling to make 
ends meet penalize the end user, if they are underage issue a still penalty, if someone 
sells to an underage user penalize them, same with cigarettes and alcohol. If you 
compare the usage in the Bill $1.3M teens started or are using compared to all the 
teens in the US that number is very small. Its like all the teens doing drugs and alcohol 
which is higher than that compared to ecigs. 

I do support tougher laws/ penalities for those who break the laws as it punishes the 
guilty party. As with the other Bills that try to limit the usage or tax a product that doesn't 
always contain nicotine only puts a burden or punishes the law abidding citizen. There 
have been recent studies that show that e-cigarettes have helped people quit smoking 
regular cigarettes (reducing second hand smoke) and contrary to popular belief it 
doesn't cause lung disease or other illneses as stated by the CDC. 

"CDC DROPS its warning against vaping nicotine for 
adults as officials say it's blackmarket THC e-
cigarettes that are 'driving' the outbreak of almost 
3,000 lung illnesses" 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7900803/CDC-drops-warning-against-
vaping-nicotine-
adults.html?fbclid=IwAR1n_hqDYRZ07tF5oMc8K_e0wLvVvh8lk4NUz5Xgjhp3w6B
Cuh7MU66Ye9I 

Here is another articles that references ecigs from the CDC. 



https://reason.org/commentary/cdc-survey-shows-flavors-arent-driving-youth-
vaping/?fbclid=IwAR051bwZRSZB4hhH2J_ld_Hqr_9SQafJRaBGrwjWND852H6Uva
znRBBfKKY 

The problem is the illegal use of ecigs which needs to be addressed with tougher laws 
or punishments. Punish those who are breaking the laws and not the law abiding citizen 
who chooses to smoke ecigs. 

Best Regards 

Sheldon Miyakado 

Register voter. 
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Aloha, 

 I have been a school counselor in rural Maui for almost 20 years. The past 2-3 

years there has been a significant rise in electronic cigarette use by students in my school 

as young as 3rd and 4th grade. As you know there are devastating consequences to 

beginning this habit as children and young adults. As a school and community we are 

doing all we can to educate and prevent this from happening including parent meetings, 

prevention presentations, counseling, etc, however, we are no match for big-vape 

companies with unlimited money for advertising to children on social media.  

 Our community is predominantly Native Hawaiian, data shows that our people have 

the highest use rate in our state. Something more has to be done to turn the tide away 

from these harmful devices.  

 As a counselor, as a mother, as a very concerned citizen, please do all you can to 

ensure regulation so our children do NOT have access to these devices. This includes a 

flavor ban (which will directly impact children) and online sale regulation, I am terrified 

about their future health and happiness if this continues unregulated.  

 

Me ka mahalo,  

Moani Aiona 

Moani Aiona, School Counselor 

Hana High & Elementary School  

mailto:crco@notes.k12.hi.us




HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:31:37 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nedabiah hoopai-
feliciano 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm a 7th grader and I think the tabaco company should not target us children because if 
us kids start vaping or smoking cigerettes there gonna get addited to it and can't stop 
doing it also they will be doing it until they die.They will be dead because they were 
smoking sooo much of cierettes and vapes. Also, because they would be a bad 
examples for other children and other fucture generationthat is coming into the would. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:38:25 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ocean Lanakila 
Kanuha 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi, I my name is Ocean Lanikila Kanuha and I am a 7th grader at Hana School in 
Hawaii.  I don't think tobacco products should be targeted to kids because they can die. 
Flavors attract kids more than adults. This is not ok. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:48:34 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hoku  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:49:30 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

zaesha-myah Anela 
okealoha ortiz 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Im a 7th grader and i dont think that vaping is ok exspetially if the vape and tabako 
compony` is targeting littel kids 

 





HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:52:21 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

DOC irie Hawaii  Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:55:19 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stratton McClure Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student at Hana School.  I think that tobacco should not be targetting 
kids.  Flavors attract kids.  Tobacco companies flavor products so they can attract more 
people including children.   

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:58:11 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Beverly Victorine-
Dyment 

Doe Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To Whom it may concern, 

      I am a Special Educational Assistant at the Hana High and Elementary School.  I 
have been here working  at the school for over 16 yearsI have see the difference in the 
amount of students vaping at our school and it saddens me that there is more and more 
younger student are starting to vape. It doesnt help that manufactors are making flavors 
that draw these children to wanting to even vape more.  Some flavors that are candy 
smelling and tasting. Even menthol attracts kids.   We as teachers and parents need to 
show this young generation that there is more in life to do then just Vaping.  Teaching 
them that follow or peer presure is not the right thing to do. That you do have the right 
and not need to be afraid to say no.  To stand up to other peer or friends that think 
vaping makes you look like your older or mature but in fact it just makes you getting 
closer to death. So please help us stop the Vaping with them, our  younger generation. 
To help them see the risk in vaping that one day can cause them to become very ill or 
even lose their lives. Please help our young generations to have a chance to have 
better futures for themselves.   

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:35:13 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

nanea morton Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

my name is nanea morton and i and a middle schooler from hana school and i tink 
tobacco coumpinays should NOT target kids my age or younger. i think this because 
tobacco can be in possecion of a kid my age and younger, and i dont tink thats ok. 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:07:45 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

VALENTINO 
MIRANDA-KEPA 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Board. Please OPPOSE Bill HB2456 I Believe if you support BILL'S ON 
POSSESSION which means people under the age of 21 will be faced with legal action 
while in possession of any Cigarettes or Electronic Devices is the ANSWER not a BAN 
OR RAISING TAXES ON VAPING PRODUCTS. SO PLEASE OPPOSE THIS BILL. 

Thanks for your time. 
Valentino Miranda-Kepa  

 





2 

penalties that include suspension and revocation for non-compliant retailers.  Strong 
tobacco retail license laws are part of a comprehensive strategy to reduce tobacco use 
among youth and young adults.   
 
The committee may want to consider including electronic smoking devices into the 
definition of tobacco products to ensure that all related products are subject to the 
same tax.  Should the committee decide to include devices we can provide definitions to 
address those issues. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important matter. 
 
 
 
 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:32:48 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mahea Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am an 8th grade student.  Smoking is bad in general but its even worses for kids. 
Smoking at a young age is very bad because your brain and body or still growing and it 
couol effect your growth. Also it is very bad for your lungs and heath in general. It is 
very addictive and it is hard to stop smoking . 

 



HB-2456 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:26:33 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kawaiolaakealoha 
Sanita 
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Comments:  

Hi I am Kawaiolaakealoha Sanita a 8th grade student ant Hana High and Elementary 
School. I'm here to say that tobacco products are very bad for not just minors but also 
adults to. Vapes, weed, cigerets ec. are all very bad and for your phycical and metal 
health. I know the side affects that affect minors and adults. Smoking weed can 
sometimes cause certian peopls brain to react differently which can cause depression 
and suicidal thoughts. "Marijuana use has also been linked with depression and anxiety, 
and with suicidal thoughts among teens" says the Center for Disease Control and 
Pervention. What I read from them tells me that smoking can really harm everyone 
espesally teens. We as a comunnity need to stop tobacco and drug abuse for our 
genoration.  
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kaimana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

you look rounchy 
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Zoe Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hello! My name is Zoe and I'm am a 8th grade student. I believe vaping 
products shouldn't be targeted at youth. If kids see adds that their interested in they are 
possible to get it and may not even know what they're doing. They don't know the risks 
or affects. Vaping and nicotine could change the course of their lives and not for the 
better. These kids arent fully developed and this will mess them up even worse than if 
they were adults. Some affects kids could get by vaping is slow brain 
development, affect memory, concentration, learning, self-control, attention, and mood 
increase the risk of other types of addiction as adults. Having big companies affect the 
next generation like this should stop. 
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Comments:  

Hello! My names Jessa S. :). I'm from Hana, Maui which is on the eastside of the 
hawaiian island Maui. I'm 13 years of age and a 8th grade student. My reason for this is 
to tell u my opinion on Why tobacco products shouldn't target youths. I think tobacco 
products shouldn't target the youth because if this targets our youth it could change 
their future, which when they get into society they can change other peoples future. 
Such as if they get too addicted to tobacco at a young age such as 13-18 years old they 
wont be doing as well in school which when they get older they won't have a much of a 
future they could be proud of. The kids these days see ads on how these products are 
ok for them to use. Such as the people that make these products as everyday looking 
objects. Like office supplies, children juice boxes, jacket strings, and etc. So with this 
said I would want these kids to have a better future by not using these "products" and 
live a healthy non tobacco life. 
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Comments:  

I'm in the 8th grade and think that its bad that the tobaco companys are targeting little 
kids by selling products that are pleasing to their liking. This is causing problems for 
these young kids like having health issue due to vaping. Several cases has shown us 
that it is taking their lives because of them using it. We need to take a stand and get it 
off the shelves for good. These products are dangerous for us students, so if it is 
banned for good, we will not have to worry about it any more. It will also not be so 
tempting when it is easily accessed to young kids. Help save us from dying. 

Mahalo 
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Comments:  





Counties need and want the ability to address youth vaping in their communities, but are prevented by 
state law. Changing the state law to give counties the authority to regulate the sale of e-cigarettes will 
allow for local solutions. 

Mahalo a nui loa for your time and consideration. 
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Comments:  

Strongly support HB2456 

Tax and regulate vape products 
Protect Our Keiki 

  
Regulating e-cigarettes is necessary to protect public health and prevent youth initiation and 
nicotine addiction. This bill would apply a tax to e-cigarettes devices and e-liquids, require 
licensing and permitting for wholesalers and retailers, and create online shipment restrictions to 
consumers. It would also dedicate $200,000 of the revenues to tobacco prevention, control, and 
research. 

www.WeAreOne.cc 
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Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Health 
 
Tuesday, February 4, 2020, 8:30 a.m., Conference Room 329 
 

Testimony in Strong Support of House Bill 2456 Relating To Electronic Smoking Products 
 
The American Lung Association is the leading organization working to save lives by improving lung 
health and preventing lung disease, through research, education and advocacy. The work of the American 
Lung Association in Hawaii and across the nation is focused on four strategic imperatives: to defeat lung 
cancer; to improve the air we breathe; to reduce the burden of lung disease on individuals and their 
families; and to eliminate tobacco use and tobacco-related diseases.  
 
The American Lung Association calls on Hawaii officials to implement taxation of electric smoking 
devices (in parity with other tobacco products). Tobacco use remains Hawaii's and the nation's leading 
cause of preventable death and disease, taking an estimated 480,000 lives every year in the U.S.  
 
The need for Hawaii to protect youth from tobacco is more urgent than ever, with youth e-cigarette use 
reaching epidemic levels due to a 78 percent increase in high school e-cigarette use from 2017 to 2018, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This equals one million additional 
kids beginning to use e-cigarettes, placing their developing bodies at risk from the chemicals in e-
cigarettes, as well as a lifetime of deadly addiction.  
 
Regulating e-cigarettes is necessary to protect public health and prevent youth initiation and nicotine 
addiction. This bill would apply a tax to e-cigarettes devices and e-liquids, require licensing and 
permitting for wholesalers and retailers, and create online shipment restrictions to consumers. It would 
also dedicate $200,000 of the revenues to tobacco prevention, control, and research. 
 
By increasing funding for tobacco control programs, Hawaii would have a powerful opportunity to further 
reduce and prevent tobacco use, including supporting communities that still use tobacco at higher rates 
and who have been targeted by the tobacco industry. Despite Hawaii receiving an estimated $160 million 
from tobacco settlement payments and tobacco taxes, the state does not fund tobacco control efforts at 
levels recommended by the CDC. 
 
The use of electronic smoking devices by youth in Hawaii is nearly double the national average, and 
urgent action is required by state legislators in 2020 to address it. The American Lung Association in 
Hawaii urges legislators to continue to support and advocate for policies to protect youth from tobacco 
use by passing House Bill 2456.  
 
 
 
 
Pedro Haro 
Executive Director 
American Lung Association in Hawaii 
pedro.haro@lung.org 
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Comments:  

Protect freedom of choice. 
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Comments:  

As a nurse, parent, and teacher concerned about the prevalence of vaping in our 
middle and high schools in Maui County, I am writing in strong support of 
HB2456. We have an epidemic of youth vaping/e-cigarette use in Hawaii and this 
is a multi-pronged approach to help curb it. Taxing tobacco products is a proven 
way to reduce youth initiation. Limiting online shipment of tobacco products to 
those with a license will reduce access to electronic smoking devices for our 
youth. Allocation of funds from taxes on these tobacco products towards 
education and prevention programs will raise awareness about the health risks of 
electronic cigarette use which are still widely unknown or underestimated in our 
community. As a nurse with training as a tobacco cessation specialist, I have 
seen first-hand how hard it is for people to quit tobacco; so much better for us to 
keep our keiki from getting addicted in the first place!   

Mahalo, 

Kathleen Hagan, MS, APRN, ANP-BC 
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Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Health (DOH) defers the fiscal implications of 1 

implementation to the Department of Taxation (DOTAX) and of enforcement to the Department 2 

of the Attorney General (AG). 3 

Department Testimony:  The DOH supports House Bill 2456 (H.B. 2456) as a measure to 4 

protect the public’s health, especially youth, from the harmful effects of tobacco use and 5 

initiation.  This is a public health measure which comprehensively addresses Hawaii’s youth 6 

vaping epidemic by prohibiting online sales to consumers and creating parity between the 7 

taxation and regulation of cigarettes and electronic smoking devices (ESD) containing e-liquid, 8 

and e-liquid products.  Youth are price sensitive and historically, increasing the cost of cigarettes 9 

is associated with decreasing smoking rates, and likewise recent studies are now showing that 10 

increasing the price of e-cigarettes will reduce consumption by youth1,2.   11 

 Since the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Surgeon General declaration 12 

of the unprecedented youth e-cigarette epidemic in the fall of 2018, youth use continues to rise.  13 

By 2019, 27.5% of high school students said they vaped compared to 20.8% in 20183.  In total 14 

numbers, 4.1 million high school youth and 1.2 million middle school youth said they currently 15 

use e-cigarettes4.  Youth who use e-cigarettes have been casualties in the outbreak of -cigarette, 16 

 
1 Jawad, M., Lee, J. T., Glantz, S., & Millett, C. (2018). Price elasticity of demand of non-cigarette tobacco products: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis. Tobacco control, 27(6), 689–695. doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2017-054056   
2 Pesko, M. F., Huang, J., Johnston, L. D., & Chaloupka, F. J. (2018). E-cigarette price sensitivity among middle- and high-school students: 
evidence from monitoring the future. Addiction (Abingdon, England), 113(5), 896–906. doi:10.1111/add.14119 
3 Wang TW, Gentzke AS, Creamer MR, et al. Tobacco Product Use and Associated Factors Among Middle and High School Students — 
United States, 2019. MMWR Surveill Summ 2019;68(No. SS-12):1–22. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.ss6812a1 
4 Ibid.  
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or vaping, product use associated lung injury (EVALI) nationwide, and nationally by January 1 

21, 2020 resulted in 2,711 confirmed hospitalizations and 60 deaths5.   2 

The DOH supports taxing e-liquid products, which includes the e-juice as well as 3 

products with e-liquid pre-filled cartridges or pod-based products. The proposed tax would be the 4 

same as other tobacco products, which is 70% of the wholesale price.  According to the U.S. 5 

Surgeon General, increasing the price of tobacco products is the single most effective way to 6 

reduce consumption6.  A ten percent increase in price has been estimated to reduce overall 7 

cigarette consumption by 3-5%7.  Research suggests that both youth and young adults are two to 8 

three times more likely to respond to increases in price than adults8. 9 

The federal administration raised the national legal age of sale of all tobacco products, 10 

including ESDs, from 18 to 21 years of age.  While such legislation is meant to prevent youth 11 

access and initiation of tobacco, the acceleration of unregulated online tobacco product sales has 12 

created a dangerous loophole, by providing an appealing option for underage smokers.  In the 13 

current unregulated online market, youth easily, and often, circumvent the age verification 14 

process for purchasing tobacco.  According to the Internet Tobacco Vendors Study (ITV), 15 

supported by the National Cancer Institute and the United States Food and Drug Administration 16 

(USFDA) Center for Tobacco Products, minors were successful in buying ESDs online 93 17 

percent of the time despite age restrictions.  Another study found that ESDs were often shipped 18 

from internet vendors without instructions or health warnings.  Due to the easy access for 19 

minors through online marketing, public health researchers recommend more vigorous policies 20 

to prohibit sales to minors.9,10 21 

 
5 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Office on Smoking and Health. Outbreak of Lung Injury Associated with the Use of E-cigarette, or 
Vaping, Products, retrieved January 28, 2020 from https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-
disease.html#latest-outbreak-information 
6 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Preventing Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults: A Report of the Surgeon General. 
Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health, 2012 [accessed 2018 Jan 22]. 
7 Ibid 
8 Ibid 
9 Williams RS, Derrick J, Ribisl KM. Electronic Cigarette Sales to Minors via the Internet. JAMA Pediatric. 2015;169(3): e1563.  
doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2015.63. 
10 Kong AY, Derrick JC, Abrantes AS, Williams RS. What is included with your online e-cigarette order? An analysis of e-cigarette shipping, 
product and packaging features. Tobacco Control. [Epub ahead of print] June 29, 2016. doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2016-053061. 
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The Department supports H.B. 2456 as a strong and comprehensive measure that 1 

addresses and prohibits online sales of ESDs,  and provides key components, including 2 

increasing the price of ESDs with e-liquids, and regulatory parity between combustible cigarettes 3 

and ESDs to reduce access for Hawaii’s youth and young adults and encourage users to quit. 4 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 5 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

February 3, 2020 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair 
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Rep. Calvin K.Y. Say, Rep. Nadine K. Nakamura,  
Rep. James Kunane Tokioka, Rep. Joy A. San Buenaventura, and Rep. Gene Ward 
 

 
STRONG SUPPORT FOR 

HB 2456 RELATING TO ELECTRO NIC SMOKING DEV ICES 
 
Aloha Health Committee Members, 
 
The undersigned are members of the Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park Beach Cleanup 
Team, and we would like to register our strong support for HB 2456.  
 
We collaborated with appointed and elected officials to designate portions of Lydgate Beach 
Park as the County of KauaiÕs first tobacco-free park, and we believe in advancing the health 
and wellness of our youth by protecting them from becoming tobacco product addicts.  
 
Electronic smoking devices and productsÑ especially but not limited to flavored vaping 
compoundsÑ  are pernicious devices clearly profiting the tobacco industry by addicting 
children to nicotine. The detrimental long-term public health effects of nicotine addiction is 
established science. 
 
Please fulfill your allegiance to the people of Hawaii and advance House Bill  2456. It is your 
responsibility to protect our youthsÕ health and wellness, not to assure the tobacco industryÕs 
and tobacco retailersÕ profits at the expense of assured life-long health degradation and 
quality-of-life impairments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Tommy A. Noyes 
General Coordinator 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
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Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 
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Submitted on: 2/3/2020 8:32:07 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

natalea mikami Individual Oppose No 
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